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So you understand that Al voice acting steals jobs from real voice actors, now can 
you understand that giving roles designed for Queer people of color to cisallohet 
white men is also stealing jobs from real Queer people of color? 


Whitewashing does not exist in a vacuum. 
Cis people giving roles designed for trans characters does not exist in a vacuum. 


For every cisallohet white man who gets a role that was designed for a nonbinary person of color, there is now 
one more nonbinary person of color who's out of a job. 


Rich successful white men do not need any more roles in Hollywood, especially not roles that should be going 
to Queer people of color. In the official art, Murderbot has dark skin. It has the darkest skin out of everyone in 
the Preservation Aux team. 
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[ID: A black and white digital drawing, showing a scene from The Murderbot Diaries book series. 
Murderbot, an androgynoid with very dark skin, wearing a white shirt and light pants, is leaping 
sideways over the chairs the other characters are sitting on, using one arm on the armrest to swing itself 
over, with its face hidden, and only the back of its head visible. 

The other characters are staring up at it in shock, confusion, and amazement: 

Ratthi, who has dark skin that is slightly lighter than Murderbot's, is below it, throwing one hand out in 
shock, sending his mug of a dark liquid flying. He is wearing a light, long sleeved shirt and skinny jeans. 
Pin-Lee, who has light brown skin, is standing at a short table in the background, wearing a long sleeved 
shirt with the sleeves rolled up, and a short skirt. Bharadwaj, who has brown skin, leaning forward over 
the table to stare, with only her long sleeved shirt visible above the table. 

Overse, who is white, is sitting in a chair next to Ratthi on the left side of the screen, looking up, with 
Arada’s light brown, bare legs and feet in her lap, with a beaded ankle bracelet. Overse is wearing a long 
sleeved shirt and leggings, and her own shoes are kicked off on the floor in front of her. 


Colorism exists in the real world. People with darker skin face more systemic hatred and disenfranchisement 
than people with lighter skin. Racism is already a systemic inescapable problem. Colorism only makes it worse. 


Murderbot in the official art is not just a person of color, it has dark skin, and is the darkest of all the "main 
characters" we see. 


Real dark-skinned, Queer actors deserve the opportunity to shine in roles designed for them. It is blatantly 
racist for these roles to instead by stolen by white people of any kind, but especially heinous for the roles to go 
to cisallohet white men who are already incredibly successful. 


Because Alexander Skarsgard and Apple TV have made the blatantly racist and exorsexist decision to cast him 
in the role for Murderbot, this means that real nonbinary people of color have just lost what could have been a 
breakout job opportunity. 


If you understand that using Al for voice acting is depriving real people of jobs, then you also need to grasp 
that allowing white people to steal roles meant for people of color without any backlash or criticism is directly 
contributing to and upholding white supremacy. 


Every role meant for a person of color that goes to a white person instead is another person of color who's now 
out of a job. 


Whitewashing characters for live action adaptations does not exist in a vacuum. It's not harmless. It's not 
“chronically online" to have a problem with it. It's a direct result of white supremacy, and literally allows white 
supremacy to continue being upheld. 
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exorsexism and transmisia of stealing roles from out trans nonbinary people. 


Edit: Here is the link where you can buy the official illustrated Murderbot omnibus, which has the first 4 stories: 
https://subterraneanpress.com/wells-tmd/ 
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Gloomy-Lady + 4h ago 


| have not seen this art before. What is the source for it, please? 
6 Reply Share 


. uniglas + 4h ago 


https://www.reddit.com/r/murderbot/comments/jr3iwa/ 
murderbot_artwork_for_the_subterranean_press/ 


2 Reply Share 
i Jolly-Bell-5248 OP + 4hago 
https://subterraneanpress.com/wells-tmd/ the official illustrated Murderbot Omnibus. Costs $200 


6 Reply Share 


Amazing-Lobster9590 + 4h ago 


Murderbot is depicted as white on some book covers outside of the US though, which should be just as 
official as the artwork in the omnibus edition, so I'm not sure you can take that as proof. I'm pretty sure 
there's nothing in the books that describes murderbot's skin tone either. 


Since Martha Is involved in the series, then if she's happy with the casting, so am |. 


63 Reply Share 


SkandarSan + 3h ago 


Plus, the rest of the cast so far is really close to how they describe them on the book. There is also a 
ton of diversity in this series to please the whole of us without “forcing” or “changing to be political” 
anything 
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and imposing. It initially had short hair that it has grown out ton a few inches long. That's it. 
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IndigoNarwhal + 4h ago 


While | wholeheartedly agree that whitewashing is a major problem and that underrepresentation remains 
a huge issue in Hollywood, Murderbot's skin color is never mentioned in the text. 


All we're ever told is that MB is very tall, lean, and has very short hair at first, slightly longer later on. 
That art is awesome, but it's specific to that edition. It isn't canon. 

52 Reply Share 

manormanor « 3h ago 


Androgyny and “generic human features,” as per the novel, really leave the door open as to what it 
could look like, and | think Skarsgaard is a very talented actor who will do well with the role. 


18 Reply Share 
IndigoNarwhal + 3h ago 


And even androgyny isn't actually specified, is it? Just that it's agender, but | don't think we're told 
how MB presents. And "generic human" could mean just about anything... Definitely a lot of room 
for interpretation! 


For the few details we are told, honestly Skarsgard fits those descriptions incredibly well! 


12 Reply Share 
manormanor ° 3h ago 


Yes, and it should have its face shield on most of the time anyways so it’s all circumstantial. 
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a TheRainbowShakaBrah + 4h ago 
Everyone should just be played by Kevin R Free, imo those are the canon voices 


31 Reply Share 
xerces-blue1834 + 3h ago 


This would be ridiculous, but | would love it so much. 


6 Reply Share 


@ Content_Yoghurt_6588 + 4h ago 


Unfortunately you're not going to have a lot of people agreeing with you here. | think a lot of people 
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exactly right to the point where everyone agrees, and there are a lot of ways to get it really wrong. It's 
only my opinion, but | think they got SecUnit super wrong. | guess I'm happy other people got a main cast 
they like, but it's very hard for me to get past my feelings of disappointment and my sense of injustice. 


-1 Reply Share 


RobotikOwl «+ 4h ago 


Oh, | thought murderbot fans were mostly united in not liking the casting of the titular character. | 
mean, also hopeful that it will work, but not pleased. 
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2 more replies 


3 katdmk + 3h ago 


| agree that it can be disappointing. Honestly I’m skeptical about the adaptation at all, | | don’t think 
you're being quite fair on general consensus about Murderbot's casting. Lots of people just don’t jive 
with it much like you. There just isn’t anything that can be done. 


The reality is that Skarsgard probably made the show happen. Things don’t get made without a big 
name attached. | don’t like it but it is what is happening. 
3 Reply Share 


eg spike31875 + 2h ago 
| agree that Alexander Skaarsgard doesn't fit many people's vision of what MB looks like (he's really 
masculine, for example and is very light skinned in an environment where most people are POC), But 
he is also an executive producer which means he's helping to fund the project. So, if it weren't for his 
involvement, the MB Diaries might never be produced. 


So, I'm just rolling with it. The rest of the cast list looks really good so I'm hoping it will all turn out OK. 
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= RuhWalde + 2h ago 


From what | could tell, the overwhelming majority of fans were initially disappointed by the 
announcement of Skarsgard's casting. So it's not that people "don't care about the casting." 


However, most of us can recognize that it's not actually "offensive" or worthy of protest, considering 
the character's race and appearance of gender are never defined. And it's obviously a done deal. So 
we've moved on. 
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Elegant_Habit_9269 + 3h ago 
Your insistence that the role absolutely must be played by a queer person of color is rather absurd. 


15 Reply Share 
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I've said it before, but having a Dark Skinned Slave even if they do “escape” is... ugh. Well there's some 
optics there. 


Also robots are constantly portrayed as the de-masculinised and “perpetual agender queer” character in 
movies. If they are not a sexless Terminator, then they are a fussy stereotype of queerness. 


Dark skinned queer robot slave is not the inclusive flex people are trying to make it out to be. That's best 
served by human characters with independence and free will. 


25 Reply Share 


@ krezRx (+ 2h ago 


To be fair then, based on your reasoning, Murderbot should actually be portrayed by Al or at the least an 
asexual person, not just non-binary. 


6 Reply Share 


Extreme_Actuator_911 + 2h ago 


MB's darker skin in that art is an artist choice, not based on any actual descriptions. it's skin tone is never 
mentioned or described. so to call the casting racist is a stretch 
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Captured_in_amber «+ 2h ago 


I'm concerned about the colourism & racism and prefer that the enslaved person who's spent most of it's 
existence being tortured is played by a white actor. 


| agree more roles should go to trans and non-binary actors but I'm happy that the trauma of an agender 
(functionally desexed), sex averse, touch adverse character is being played by a masc actor. 


The rest of the casting is diverse. 


3 Reply Share 


faderjockey * 7m ago 


Coming from more than two decades working in the performing arts, I've been involved in more than a 
few equity-in-casting discussions. 


| think you're well-intentioned but way off base, OP. 


First and foremost, whitewashing in casting does indeed exist, and | do not deny its prevalence or the 
need to be mindful and make casting choices affirmatively. 


That being said, your comparison to Al replacing human performers is a false equivalency. We're talking 
about casting one human instead of another, nobody is getting replaced and nobody's livelihood is 
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Equity in casting means not considering the race of a character / performer in the casting unless there is 
something about the character that requires them to be played by someone with a certain skin color. 


As has already been discussed, Murderbot's skin color is not described in the books, and as a construct in 
a far future society its skin color has no significance for its character. 


It's silly to demand that this character be portrayed by someone of a specific skin color (or to demand that 
this character NOT be portrayed by someone of a specific skin color) simply because they were depicted 
one way in an art book one time. 


It is equally silly to demand that this character be portrayed by someone with a specific sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 


We've had performers cast across gender identity and orientation lines for a very, very long time. From the 
earliest days of acting, in fact. Hell, Broadway alone has given us decades and decades of gay folks playing 
straight roles. It's called acting. 


Are there roles that absolutely call for the casting of a specific gender identity or orientation? Absolutely. 


If the character's motivations or story come from a place where their identity is significant, then you 
should absolutely cast a performer whose personal history can reflect / supplement / connect with the 
character's story. 


| would try very hard not to cast a straight man as Matthew Sheppard. 


But Murderbot is aroace and agender. Those aspects of its character are literally irrelevant to the character 
and the story. 


So kudos for wanting more diversity and equity in your sci-fi tv adaptations. But | think calling this casting 
choice racist and exorsexist(?) is a bit much. 
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More posts you may like 


wr r/Stellaris 


Imagine what it's like for Determined Exterminator Drones to be conquered by Rogue Servitors and 
reprogrammed to look after organics. 


2.3K upvotes - 114 comments 
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